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CAPETOWN FOR EMBASSY 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SF. PINS, PINT 

SUBJECT: SOWETO RETURNS TO NORMAL 

1 . SOWETO APPEARS CALM WITH LIFE RETURNING TO NORMAL IM THE AFTERMATH 
OF WHAT MANY FEEL WAS A NEAR MISS'.MOST OBSERVERS CREDIT POLICE 
CHIEF VISSER'S LOW KEY' APPROACH FOR THE FACT THAT TENSIONS APPEAR 

TO HAVE EVAPORATED QUICKLY, ALTHOUGH IN LIGHT OF SUBSEQUENT VIOLENCE 
AT UBC CENTER, VISSER HIMSELF HAS WARNED HE WAS "RETHINKING HIS 
APPROACH”. 

VISSER SAID, "WE GAVE THEM A CHANCE TO DEMONSTRATE PEACEFULLY 
AND THEY SHOWED THEY COULD NOT CONTROL IT." HE ADDED, "I FEEL THE 
STUDENTS LET US DOWN AND WERE IRRESPONSIBLE". TO UNDERSCORE HIS APP- 
ARENT BITTERNESS, VISSER STATED HE WOULD REVIEW THE QUESTION 
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OF WHETHER TO ALLOW FUTURE MEETINGS OR MARCHES IN THE TOWNSHIP 
AND ALSO "GIVE THE ASSURANCE THAT WE (THE POLICE) WILL NOT ACT IN 
THE SAME MANNER (LOW KEY) 

AS WE DID ON WEDNESDAY". 

2. COMMENT. IT SEEMS TO BE CLEAR THAT THE RELATIVE ABSENCE 
OF BRUTALITY AS WELL AS THE RESTRAINT SHOWN BY THE POLICE 
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ARE MAJOR FACTORS IN LIFE RETURNING TO NORMAL SO QUICKLY. 

VISSER'S ACTIONS HAVE LARGELY BEEN APPLAUDED BY BOTH BLACK 

AND WHITE COMMUNITIES SO IT IS HOPED HIS APPARENT REJECTION 

OF THE SOFT' APPROACH WILL PASS. SEVERAL BLACKS, IN FOLLOW-UP 

COMMENT TO REPORTIG OFFICER, AGREE THAT ACTION AT THE JAULANI 

UBC CENTER WAS "REGRETABLE" BUT PERPETRATED BY ONLY A FEW WHO WERE 

EGGED ON BY TROUBLEMAKERS. THE GENERAL SENTIMENT WAS THE MARCH, 

AS ORGANIZED BY THE SSRC. WAS A SIGNIFICANT PROTEST AND THERE 
WAS NO CALL FOR VIOLENCE IN LIGHT OF THE WILLINGNESS OF THE POLICE 
TO ALLOW THE MARCH TO PROCEED PEACEFULLY. 

KIRBY 
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